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(Lead Story) 


Fast-Paced 
Adventure Film 
Slated for Strand 


The tense atmosphere of the 
Orient with all its exotic ad- 
venture is thrillingly created in 
Warner Bros.’ new film, ‘‘Pas- 
sage From Hongkong,” which 
makes its local debut at the 
Strand Theatre this Friday. 

Keith Douglas, in the role of 
an author of mystery stories, 
and Lucile Fairbanks, as one 
of the thousands who seek pas- 
sage from Hongkong because 
of impending trouble, are the 
leading characters in this 
unique mystery film. Keith is 
arrested an‘ accused of murder 
when a British officer is found 
stabbed to death by a knife 
that had been given to Keith 
as a gift. In his effort to explain 
how he came into possession of 
the knife, he becomes more 
deeply involved. 

The most mysterious angle 
of the crime is its time element. 
Keith, who had the room next 
to that of the murdered: man, 
claims that he heard a struggle 
and a shot exactly at midnight 
but three people (one of them 
a police officer) try to persuade 
him to fix the time of the crime 
a half hour earlier. 

Miss Fairbanks, who Keith 
had promised to aid in her 
effort to leave Hongkong, de- 
cides to stay until he is cleared 
of the crime. After many a har- 
rowing experience of both 
Keith and Miss Fairbanks, the 
crime_is solved and results in 
one of the most surprising cli- 
maxes ever filmed. It is said 
that the ending is so startling 
that even the most ardent arm- 
chair sleuth will be amazed. 

Paul Cavanagh, Richard Ain- 
ley and Marjorie Gateson are 
featured in the supporting cast. 
“Passage From Hongkong” was 
directed by D. Ross Lederman 
from an Earl Derr Biggers 
story which .was written for 
the screen by Fred Niblo, Jr. 


Daring Action Plot in 
"Passage From Hongkong’ 


One of the season’s most ex- 
citing adventure-mystery films 
is Warner Bros.’ “Passage From 
Hongkong,” opening at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 
The tale tells of daring esca- 
pades of two young Americans, 
Keith Douglas and Lucile Fair- 
banks, in war-torn Hongkong, 
rife with intrigue and drama. 
The supporting cast includes 
such talented players as Paul 
Cavanagh and Richard Ainley. 
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(Review) 


‘Passage From Hongkong’ 


Thrills Patrons 


Last night Strand audiences 
saw the first local showing of 
Warner Bros.’ “Passage From 
Hongkong,” a thrilling film that 
will prove to 
be a rare 
treat for all 
moviegoers. 
Not only is 
the plot un- 
usual but its 
ending is 
both so logi- 
cal and at 
the same 
time so un- 
expected 
that it will 
be long re- 
membered 
as the perfect mystery film. 

Lucile Fairbanks and Keith 
Douglas come through with 
very fine performances as two 
stranded Americans in Hong- 
kong. They would give any- 
thing to leave the place which 
is seething with trouble, but 
find that very trouble following 
them with a persistency that 
seems uncanny. 

When a British captain is 
found murdered, Keith is ac- 
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LUCILE 
FAIRBANKS 


TENSE DRAMA has the spotlight in Warner Bros.’ 
at the Strand on Friday. Shown above are Keith 
Also featured 


‘Passage From Hongkong," 


Douglas and Gloria Holden. 
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exciting mystery film, 


are Lucile Fairbanks, Paul 


Cayanagh, Richard Ainley and Marjorie Gateson. 


at Strand 


cused by the police because the 
knife, which was the fatal 
weapon, is found to be his. In 


trying to explain how his knife 


came to be found in the cap- 
tain’s back, Keith becomes 
more deeply involved because 
his explanation doesn’t seem to 
hold much water. It would be 
unfair to reveal any further de- 
tails of the intriguing story 
but one can understand the be- 
wilderment of the authorities 
when they discover that the 
corpse has been murdered twice 
and four different people con- 
fess to the crime. 

Paul Cavanagh, Richard 
Ainley and Marjorie Gateson 
all give grand performances in 
the supporting roles. D. Ross 
Lederman, who directed the 
Warner Bros. film, captured all 
the exotic adventure of its Ori- 
ental setting. “Passage From 
Hongkong” was adapted from 
an original story by Earl Derr 
Biggers, and Fred Niblo, Jr. 
wrote the fast-moving scenario. 


"Passage From Hongkong’ 
Thrilling Strand Fare 


A stimulating adventure- 
mystery story is behind War- 
ner Bros.’ exciting new film, 
“Passage From Hongkong,” 
starring lovely Lucile Fair- 
banks and Keith Douglas, 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 

The mysterious, incompre- 
hensible Orient is the setting. 
When war hits any of the 
Orient’s key centers, the inter- 
national intrigue reaches a high 
point of tension rife with 
drama. It is under such circum- 
stances that Douglas meets 
Miss Fairbanks, both Ameri- 
cans and both desperately try- 
ing to get back to America. 

Douglas takes time off to 
hunt up a little adventure of 
his own and causes a near-riot 
in Hongkong. Murders and 
murderers fly by Miss Fair- 
banks at such a pace the young 
American nearly breaks under 
the strain. The experiences are 
a challenge to the young 
people’s ingenuity. 


Romance and Action 
Featured in Film 
At Strand Friday 


Adventure and romance 
-staged.in an exotic, dramatic 
setting finds its way to the 
screen in Warner Bros.’ fast- 
paced adventure-mystery film, 
“Passage From Hongkong,” 
which opens on Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. 

In the lead roles are a couple 
of talented young players, 
Keith Douglas and Lucile Fair- 
banks, who find wide scope for 
their abilities in “Passage From 
Hongkong.” And the featured 
supporting players include such 
popular players as Paul Cavan- 
agh, Richard Ainley and Mar- 
jorie Gateson. 

Douglas and Miss Fairbanks 
portray a couple of Americans 
trapped in the whirlpool of 
intrigue in a Hongkong at 
war. They try desperately to 
get back to America, but horri- 
fying and impelling action dogs 
them. There are murders and 
involvements with the police, 
intrigue and explosive thrills 
in store for the Americans. 

The exciting original story 
was written by Earl Derr Big- 
gers, adapted for the screen by 
Fred Niblo, Jr., and directed by 
D. Ross Lederman. 
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‘Passage From 
Hongkong’ Exciting 
Film at Strand 


Strange thrills and exotic ad- 
venture in the Orient are com- 
bined with a novel tale of 
mystery in the new Warner 
Bros. film, “Passage From 
Hongkong,” which opens today 
at the Strand Theatre. Keith 
Douglas and Lucile Fairbanks, 
as a couple of Americans 
stranded in turbulent Hong- 
kong, become involved in a 
series of murders and political 
intrigue, which startles a city 
already hardened to crime. 

In an atmosphere as tense 2s 
that of Hongkong it might not 
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LUCILE FAIRBANKS stars in ''Pas- 
sage From Hongkong" at the Strand. 


be considered too unusual for 
a British military officer to be 
found murdered in his hotel 
room, but when the police 
claim that he was killed twice 
and that there are four persons 
who confess to the crime, it is 
a challenge. 

Keith, who had the room 
next to that of the murdered 
man, is accused of the crime, 
because it was his knife that 
was used for the killing. Miss 
Fairbanks, for whom Keith had 
promised to help book passage 
from Hongkong because of im- 
pending international trouble, 
tries to aid him. 

D. Ross Lederman directed. 
Fred Niblo, Jr. adapted the Earl 
Derr Biggers story. 


SYNOPSIS 


Jeff Hunter (Keith Douglas) and lovely Marcia Calhoun (Lucile Fair- 
banks) are a couple of Americans caught in the tumult when war hits 
Hongkong. Trying to impress Marcia, Jeff recounts a thrilling Oriental 
adventure, ending with a maze of fantastic happenings that involves 
the two with the police and a couple of murders. 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN 
Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr.; From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers; 
Director of Photography, Allen G. Siegler, A.S.C.; Art Director, Charles 


Novi; Dialogue Director, 


Perc Westmore. 


Frank Fox; 
Gowns by Damon Giffard; Sound by C. A. Riggs; 


Film Editor, Frederick Richards; 
Makeup Artist, 


CAST 


Marcia Calhoun 

Jeff Hunter . : 
Capt. Duncan MacNeil- Fraser. 
Lieut. Norman MacNeil-Fraser ..... 
Aunt Julia : i 

Madame Wrangell . 

Inspector Bray . 

Andrew 

Beattie 


Lucile Fairbanks 
Keith Douglas 

.. Paul Cavanagh 
Richard Ainley 
Marjorie Gateson 
.. Gloria Holden 
Lumsden Hare 
..Tom Stevenson 
Boyd Irwin 
..Chester Gan 
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Passage 
from 


YESTERDAY the glam- 
orous Orient gripped 
her in its seductive 
spell! Tonight she'll 
do anything to 
escape its mys- 
terious terror! 


THRILLING! 
EXOTIC! 
DANGEROUS! 


Thrilling 
and exotic 
as the 
Orient 
itself! 


LUCILE "KEITH 
FAIRBANKS - DOUGLAS 


Paul Cavanagh: Richard Ainley-Marjorie Gateson 
Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN 
A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture 
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KEITH DOUGLAS 


‘Paul Cavanagh ¢ Richard Ainley - Marjorie Gateson 
Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN-A WARNER BROS. First Nat’ Pict 
_ Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. « From a St : 


Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. « From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 
Vitegroph, Inc. 


Vitagraph, Inc. 
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—FHEY'LE'DO 
ANYTHING 
TO GET 


A 
BEAUTIFUL 


STRANGER 


challenges the 
mystery of today’s 
secrets of the East! 


Thrilling 
exotic as 
the Orient 
itself! 


LUCILE sath KEITH 
FAIRBANKS - DOUGLAS 
Paul Cavanagh « Richard Ainley * Marjorie Gateson 

Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN 

A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture 


Vitegroph, Inc, Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. * From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 


ee Mat 203—41f inches x 2 columns (124 lines)—30c 
Ure = 
q 
WARWER BRO 

: y/ Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. « From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 


Vitogroph, Inc. 


2-IN-ONE MAT =>! eygric ADVENTURESS! 
Mat 104—1l5ie 


Mat 202—5 inches x 2 columns (142 lines )—30c 


LUCILE FAIRBANKS 


KEITH DOUGLAS TT. 
PAUL CAVANAGH »* RICHARD AINLEY * MARJORIE GATESON » Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN Wy 
A WARNER BROS..-First National Picture * Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. « From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 
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Lucile FAIRBANKS + Keith DOUGLAS 
PAUL CAVANAGH + RICHARD AINLEY + MARJORIE GATESON 
Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN + A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture 


Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. * From o Story by Earl Derr Biggers 
Vitagraph, Inc, 


Lucile FAIRBANKS + Keith DOUGLAS 
PAUL CAVANAGH * RICHARD AINLEY * MARJORIE GATESON 
Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN + A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture 


Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. * From a Story by Earl Derr Siggers 
Vitagraph, Inc. 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. License to reproduce with copyright notice granted newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 
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Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. + From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 
Vitagraph, Inc. 
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PASSAGE from 
HONGKONG 


with 
Lucile FAIRBANKS - Keith DOUGLAS 
PAUL CAVANAGH ~ RICHARD AINLEY + MARJORIE GATESON 
Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN - A WARNER BROS.-First Nat'l Picture 
Screen Play by Fred Niblo, Jr. * From a Story by Earl Derr Biggers 


Vitagraph, Inc. 
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Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 


“PASSAGE FROM 
HONGKONG” 


with 


LUCILE FAIRBANKS 
KEITH DOUGLAS 


PAUL CAVANAGH 
RICHARD AINLEY 
MARJORIE GATESON 
DIRECTED BY 
D. ROSS LEDERMAN 


Screen Play by 
Fred Niblo, Jr. 


From a story by 
Earl Derr Biggers 


A Warner Bros.-First 
National Picture 
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NEWSPAPER CONTEST 


Witt Lapy Wuo Passep Up Corn on THE Cos, 
permit young man, with buttered ears, to say 

he won't rest until he makes acquaintance. 
INTENTIONS HONORABLE 


Keith Douglas ran this ad in "Passage From 
Hongkong" to introduce himself to Lucile Fair- 
banks. Adapt idea for contest in local daily 
offering guest tickets to boy who writes best ad 
(no more than 25 words) along lines given 
above. Girls also can compete by writing an ad 
in answer to Mr. Douglas. 


LOBBY DISPLAY 


Post this copy, with appropriate stills from 
your Vitagraph exchange set, on a 40x60 dis- 
play board in your lobby! 


Just 5 of the many reasons Way 


you should see “Passage From 


Hongkong.” 


Wuy did four people confess to the 
murder of one man? 


Wny did three innocent people try to 
change the time of the crime 
from 12 o’clock to 11:30? 


Wuy was the same man murdered twice 
and why does he still live? 

Wuy was a malayan knife regarded as 
the mysterious and terrifying sym- 
bol of crime? 

Why did a beautiful girl risk her life 
for a total stranger by challeng- 
ing the mysteries of today’s se- 
crets of the East? 


BRIEF MYSTERY BRIEFS 


Tab back issues of mystery magazines. 

Set up a crime equipment display in lobby. 
Wuxtry! Surprint newspapers with sell copy. 
Contact all mystery fans. 

"Real Things" clue display in lobby. 


SELL THE AUTHOR 


"Passage From Hongkong" was adapted from 
the novel, "The Agony Column," by Earl Derr 
Biggers, famed author. Let your patrons know 
about this by: 


Special bookstore and library displays of all books 
by Earl Derr Biggers with stills and selling copy. 


Notice to all reading clubs and lists. 
Bookmarks from one-column ads. 
Lobby displays of author's works. 


Awarding copies of "The Agony Column" as 
prizes for contest winners. 


Temporary library in lobby to sell or loan author's 
novels to your patrons. 


Co-op ads on book pages. 


SAFETY CAMPAIGN 


If your town is ripe for 


a safety driving cam- 
paign, still PH 21 is a 
natural. Blow up _ still 
and safety driving rules 


© Vitagraph, inc. 


for display boards in 


Order still PH 21—10c—freom 


schools, store windows, Warner Bros. Still Dept. 


libraries, and danger- 
ous intersections. Ask local chief of police for 


cooperation and safety tips. 


RADIO FLASH 


Strange Thrills! Exotic Adventure! Explosive Ac- 
tion! are all headed your way. Imagine four 
people confessing to the murder of one man. 
Imagine the same man being murdered twice 
and still living. These are just a few of the thrill- 
packed scenes in ‘Passage From Hongkong" 
starting its engagement at the Strand Theatre 
on Friday. Don't miss it, it's great! 


Your Campaign Goes Oriental 


3 STREET BALLYS — Real attention-getters 
geared for action. 


|. We've adapted this Majestic Theatre (Provi- 
dence, R. |.) successful bally idea. Attractive girl, 
in Chinese costume, tours town riding in street cars 
and busses. She carries a very large fan. Seating 
herself, she opens fan revealing title and copy. 


2. Usher dressed as a Chinese coolie, pulls rick- 
shaw through busiest sections in town with pretty 
gal as his passenger. Rickshaw is bannered to 
plug your show and girl distributes heralds to all. 


3. Girls in Chinese garb tour town carrying let- 
tered parasols. They walk with the parasols closed 
and when they have secured sufficient attention 
from passersby they open their parasols disclosing 
copy, title, playdate, etc. 


NOVELTY GAG — Chinese coins can be se- 
cured very cheaply from novelty stores, or im- 
porting concerns. Imprinted tags are attached 
to coins or coins can be inserted in small en- 
velopes imprinted with this copy: Good luck 
will always be yours if you carry this lucky coin 
with you and see the exotic secrets of the east 
in "Passage From Hongkong." 


LOCAL DEALER TIE-UPS will sell the Ori- 
ental angle. Here's how: 


Contact local stores to feature in their windows 
mandarin coats, kimonos, oriental rugs, Chinese 
sandals, pajamas, incense and oriental perfumes, 
plus scene stills and tie-up cards plugging show. 


Millinery stores might feature "Coolie Hats" in- 
spired by background in ‘Passage From Hongkong." 


Shops selling Chinese curios and merchandise will 
cooperate with window and counter displays. 


City-wide tie-ups with grocery stores on tea and 
rice might be worked out. 


Toy shops can feature Chinese dolls and other toys. 


Have Chinese restaurants feature a menu inspired 
by "Passage From Hongkong" or spot an under- 
liner, plugging film on menu. 


LOBBY DISPLAY — Construct from compo 
board large unfolding Chinese fan (motor 
driven). When fan is closed it carries picture 
title, opened it reveals stills and sell copy. 


ORIENTAL LOBBY ATMOSPHERE — You 
know the angles. Just thought we'd remind you. 
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Warners Trailer Sells Your Show Right from the Screen 
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8 
COLORED 11 x 14's 
Rental: 
35c for Set 


Special Quantity Prices 


SIX-SHEETS 
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REGULAR : 28c each 
WINDOW CARD 
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SLIDE. 0 as Pricer Tse 


ae eS ea bé each Use this slide in your lobby and on your 
100 and over. . . . . Bloc each screen to sell your show with a flash. 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


